
 

IRELAND NEWS 
Consulate of Ireland Newsletter for U.S. Southwest  

With San Antonio Irish Person of the Year M. Britten and Texas 
Secretary of State Carlos Cascos at the Alamo on St. Patrick's Day

FÁILTE

Hello and welcome to the second edi tion of our  
newsletter. 

Dur ing March the Consulate joined w ith fr iends 
and communities across Texas and the US 
southwest to celebrate St. Patr ick?s Day and to 
commemorate the 100th anniver sar y of the 
Easter  Rising in Dublin. I  would l ike to congrat-
ulate the wonder ful committees behind St. 
Patr ick?s events and thank them for  their  hard 
work. I  was honoured to ser ve as Grand Mar -
shal of the St. Patr ick?s Day parade in Denver , 
Colorado and saw  at f i r sthand the great team 
work and commitment from Committee Presi-
dent Jay Leasure and his amazing volunteers 
which made for  an incredibly fun day. I  also en-
joyed attending the Dallas and San Antonio pa-
rades. 

Events were held in Ir eland and across the US 
southwest to commemorate the 100th anniver -
sar y of the Easter  Rising. A personal highl ight 
was the symposium at Baylor  Univer si ty in 
Waco featur ing Ir ish histor ian Professor  Roy 
Foster  and w r i te Sebastian Bar r y. Centenar y 
events w i l l  also continue throughout the r e-
mainder  of 2016.   

Ir ish communities across the r egion also helped 
to expand the number  of greenings of bui ldings 
and local landmarks in their  areas to celebrate 
St. Patr ick?s Day. Thank you for  your  help ? 
some of the greenings from Texas, Arkansas, 
Kansas City and New  Mexico were featured in 
Tour ism Ir eland?s promotional video of green-
ings from around the wor ld. Celebrate your  
Ir ish her i tage by greening a bui lding, br idge or  
landmark in your  ci ty or  state for  St. Patr ick's 

Day 2017. For  more information contact the 
Consulate (see last page of newsletter  for  contact 
information).  

In Austin the Consulate and our  Ir eland House 
par tner s IDA Ir eland and Enterpr ise Ir eland, as 
well  as Star t-up Dublin and Music from Ir eland, 
also had an exci ting mid-March w ith the South 
by Southwest tech, music and f i lm festival.  

A big thank you and congratulations to Rachel 
Gaffney and her  team in Dallas whose hard 
work contr ibuted to a ver y successful Ir eland 
Funds Texas Emerald Ball . The Nor th Texas 
Ir ish Festival (also in Dallas) was also a major  
success.  

As always, we are delighted to hear  about news 
and events in your  area. Please e-mai l us pic-
tures and information and we?ll  do our  best to 
feature them in our  future newsletter s. 

On behalf of the Consulate, I?d l ike to say thank 
you for  making St. Patr ick's Day 2016 such a 
success across the southwestern United States. 
Go raibh maith agaibh!  

 Adr ian Far rel l
 Consul General 

 



ST. PATRICK'S WEEK EVENTS

RECENT EVENTS 
HIGHLIGHTS

I  had the honor  of ser ving as Grand Marshal of 
the Denver  St. Patr ick?s Day Parade. I t was a great 
pleasure to meet fr iends in the Mi le High City in-
cluding Mayor  Hancock. I  was also delighted to 
attend St Patr ick?s Day events in Dallas and to 
meet w ith Grand Marshal Mark Cuban, and to 
join Ir ish communities and fr iends for  events in 
Austin and at the Alamo in San Antonio.  

2016 GREENINGS CAMPAIGN
This year , we par tnered w ith Ir ish com-
munities across the r egion and Tour ism 
Ir eland to help turn the US southwest 
green to celebrate St. Patr ick's Day. 
Across the wor ld more than 240 si tes in 
127 ci ties across 45 countr ies were 
greened. Thanks to those in our  r egion 
that helped turn their  bui ldings, br idges 
and ci ties green. 

Tour ism Ir eland featured several of our  
par ticipants in i ts highl ight video, 
view able here: 

https://w w w.youtube.com/watch?v=tQZa-2-w Jq4

Little Rock lit up for St. Patrick's Day

COMMEMORATION AT THE ALAMO
On St. Patr ick?s Day, I  joined Car los Cascos, 
Texas Secretar y of State, and the Harp and 
Shamrock Society for  their  19th w reath-
laying ceremony at the Alamo in San An-
tonio. 

The ceremony honored Ir ish par ticipation 
in Texas? battle for  independence against 
Mexico in 1836. I  also spoke about 1916 
commemorations in Ir eland. 

With Dallas Mavericks owner and Parade 
Grand Marshal Mark Cuban

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQZa-2-wJq4


ST. PATRICK'S EVENTS 
AROUND THE REGION

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY SYMPOSIUM
Histor ian Professor  Roy Foster  (author  
?Vivid Faces: The Revolutionar y Generation 
in Ir eland, 1890-1923?) and best-sel l ing 
Ir ish author  Sebastian Bar r y were the 
guests of honor  at a Easter  Rising Sympo-
sium organized by Professor  Richard Rus-
sell  and Baylor  Univer si ty on 21/22 March).  
The symposium generated some fascinat-
ing insights and discussion into the Rising 
and i ts continued impact on Ir ish society.  

Little Rock, Arkansas Kansas City, Missour i

Denver , Colorado Austin, Texas



IRELAND'S MACNAS AND MUSIC 
TAKE OVER AUSTIN

Macnas performs in downtown Austin

On March 5, Ir eland Funds hosted the 2016 
Texas Emerald Ball  in Dallas, Texas w ith 
special guest Texas Lieutenant Governor  
Dan Patr ick and Mrs Patr ick. 

The Emerald Ball  also honored Carol ine 
Hunt and Vivian Young for  their  incredible 
engagement w ith Ir eland. 

The successful event was organised and 
chair ed by Rachel Gaffney Smith. 

TEXAS EMERALD BALL 2016 

Texas Emerald Ball 2016

On March 12, Macnas, suppor ted by IDA 
Ir eland and Culture Ir eland, presented ?The 
Boy Explorer? parade along 6th Street as par t 
of the South by Southwest festival in Austin 
celebrating Ir ish culture and creativi ty. The 
parade in dow ntow n Austin was a massive 
hi t and later  that same week great new  Ir ish 
ar tists per formed across Austin at SXSW 
Music. The Ir ish Fi lm Board also screened 
several new  Ir ish features dur ing SXSW Fi lm.  

STUDENT SUMMER CAMP

 The Global  I r i sh Sum m er  Cam p is a pro-
gramme designed to provide an oppor tu-
ni ty for  young people of Ir ish descent to 
str engthen their  l inks w ith Ir eland though 
a shor t two week visi t to Ir eland.  The pi lot 
phase of this ini tiative is open to US stu-
dents of Ir ish descent who are enrol led in 

high school, are aged between 15 and 17, 
and who have never  visi ted Ir eland.  We 
would be delighted for  young people from 
Texas and the US southwest to par ticipate 
in the Summer  Camp.  For  more informa-
tion please logon to: 
http://w w w.globali r ishsummercamp.com 

http://www.globalirishsummercamp.com/


NORTH TEXAS IRISH FEST
Dallas, Texas

The three-day Nor th Texas Ir ish Festival which 
takes place in Dallas is the largest event of i ts 
kind across the US southwest and featured 
Ir ish groups including Altan on i ts 2016 
l ine-up. This was my f i r st NTIF and I was 
amazed by the incredible Ir ish dance, music 
and culture on offer. I?m defini tely hoping to 
come back next year  ? I hope to see you there 
too! Many thanks to Mrs. Hebley for  the warm 
welcome.

"IS MISE ÉIRE? " - 1916 
COMMEMORATION 
CONCERT

LORD OF THE DANCE

Austin, Texas

The Austin Celtic Cultural Center , suppor ted by 
the Consulate, staged "Is Mise Éir e: I  am 
Ir eland" on Easter  Monday to commemorate 
the centenar y 1916 Rising.  The beauti ful event 
featured Ir ish music, song, poetr y and dance.  I  
was delighted and honored to r ead the 1916 
Proclamation at the concer t w i th my Enterpr ise 
Ir eland col league Brendan Rober ts.  

Cedar Park, Texas

Thank you to Cedar  Park Mayor  Matt Powell 
and Heather  Powell for  invi ting me to join them 
to watch Michael Flatley in his farewell Lord of 
the Dance tour  in one of the fastest-grow ing 
ci ties in Texas.  



1916 EASTER RISING 
COMMEMORATIONS ACROSS IRELAND
Huge crowds l ined the str eets of Dublin 
on Sunday March 27 for  the main State 
Ceremonial events to mark the centenar y 
of the Easter  Rising of 1916. 

The day?s programme included a w reath 
laying in Ki lmainham Gaol where the 
1916 leaders were executed, a r eading of 
the Proclamation of the Republic at the 
General Post Off ice (where i t was f i r st 
r ead) and a parade through Dublin ci ty 
centre involving 3,700 members of the 
Ir ish Defence Forces. 

See RTE?s coverage of these inspir ing 
ceremonial events, watch the Centenar y 
concer t or  r eview  recent and upcoming 
1916 events.

NEWS FROM 
IRELAND

Pr esident ial  Dist i nguished 
Ser v i ce Awar d for  the I r i sh 
Abr oad 

Do you know  a local contact 
who you would l ike to nomi-
nate for  consideration for  
the Presidential Distin-
guished Service Award for  
the Ir ish Abroad in AR, CO, 
KS (and Kansas City/MO), LA, 
NM, OK or  TX?  Please con-
tact the Consulate in Austin 
before 20 Apr i l  w i th 
nominations.

I r i sh Census 2016

Ir eland?s Census 2016 w i l l  
take place across Ir eland on 
24 Apr i l  exactly 100 years to 
the day that the Easter  Ris-
ing began.

I r i sh economy cont inues to 
gr ow  st r ongly 

Ir eland?s GDP grew  by 7.8% 
in 2015, making Ir eland the 
fastest-grow ing economy in 
the EU last year  (and in r e-
cent years) dr iven strongly 
by increased expor ts.  Provi-
sional f igures indicate fur -
ther  year -on-year  grow th of 
Ir ish expor ts to Texas. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE 
SOUTHWEST

We do our  best to provide the most accurate event information possible, but we urge you to visi t the websites provided above for  more 
detai ls, the most cur rent updates, and any event changes that may occur. These l istings are provided for  informational purposes only.

Date: Location: Event:  Infor mation:

Apr i l  8th Albuquerque, NM Lecture on the 1916 
Easter  Rising

Ir ish Amer ican 
Society

Apr i l  24 Albuquerque, NM 1916 Centenar y 
Commemoration

Ir ish Amer ican 
Society

Apr i l  24  Denver , CO 1916 Centenar y 
Celebration

Mile Hibernians

Apr i l  8-10  Kansas City, MO Ir ish Language and 
Culture Weekend

Ir ish Center  KC

Apr i l  9th  Houston, TX Houston Rose of 
Tralee

Houston

Apr i l  16  Kansas City, MO Ir ish Whiskey Tasting Ir ish Center  KC

Apr i l  16  Kansas City, MO Easter  Rising 
Centenar y 
Commemoration

Kansas City Gaelic 
Athletic Club

Apr i l  16 New  Or leans, LA St. Bernard Ir ish 
Ital ian Islenos 
Community Parade

New  Or leans St. 
Patr ick Website

Apr i l  23 Austin, TX Remember  the Rising AOH Austin

Apr i l  23 New  Or leans, LA Centennial 
Commemoration of 
Ir ish Independence

AOH New  Or leans

Apr i l  24 San Antonio, TX Ir ish Her i tage Day 
and Annual Dance

Ir ish Cultural Soceity

Apr i l  28 Houston, TX Proclaiming 
Rebell ion: Emmet, 
Pearse and the Road 
to 1916

Center  for  Ir ish 
Studies

Apr i l  24 Austin, TX 1916 Documentar y 
Fi lm Screening 

DFA
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STAY IN TOUCH WITH US
Website: w w w.dfa.ie/Austin

Twitter: @IrelandCGAustin

Facebook: Embassy of Ireland USA

Newsletter: Please send any questions or comments to 
Robert.Teas@dfa.ie

This month?s newsletter  comes from the Harp and 
Shamrock Society of San Antonio Texas which cele-
brates i ts 50th bir thday in 2016.  

Please view  here: 
http://harpandshamrock.org/news.php

Your  newslet ter !  
I f  there are Ir ish events for  calendar  l istings or  other  
features you would l ike us to highl ight in future 
newsletter s or  i f  you know  others who would l ike to 
r eceive these newsletter s please let us know . 

FEATURED  NEWSLETTER:
HARP AND SHAMROCK SOCIETY

HAVE YOU PLANNED YOUR VISIT 
TO IRELAND YET?

Tour ism numbers from the US to Ir eland con-
tinued to grow  in 2015 ? we look forward to 
welcoming more visi tor s from Texas and the US 
southwest to Ir eland in 2016.  Visi t Ir eland.com 
for  more information on the beauti ful Wi ld At-
lantic Way or  the new  Ir eland?s Ancient East.  
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