An Roinn Gnoéthai Eachtracha agus Tradala
Baile Atha Cliath 2

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Dublin 2

Ms. Clare Daly T.D.
Dail Eireann
Leinster House
Kildare Street
Dublin 2

9% August 2016

Our Ref: FOI/Req/16/099

Dear Deputy Daly,

I refer to your request dated 8™ July 2016 made under the Freedom of Information Act 2014
for access to records held by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, as follows:

A list of all flights by foreign military aircraft that landed at an Irish airport in the
period from January 1st 2015 to June 30th 2016 with the following details for each
flight:

- the nationality of the military operating the aircraft

- where the aircraft came from

- the destination of the aircraft on leaving Shannon

- the times at which the aircraft arrived and departed

- when permission was requested and granted for it to land

- the reasons the aircraft landed

- information about the personnel and cargo on the plane.

I refer also to the acknowledgement of your request which was sent to you on 20™ July 2016.

In the time period under consideration, this Department received 1,109 requests for
permission for military aircrafi to land in the State. Those requests came from the following
26 countries (with the number from each country indicated in brackets):

Bahrain (17)
Belgium (13)
Bolivia (1)
Canada (5)
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China (1)

Egypt (5)

France (27)
Germany (9)

India (1)

[taly (30)

Jordan (1)
Kazakhstan (2)
Lebanon (2)
Mexico (2)

The Netherlands (1)
Palestine (2)
Panama (5)

Poland (1)

Portugal (1)
Romania (2)

Russia (2)

Slovak Republic (1)
Switzerland (3)
Turkey (3)

United Kingdom (25)
United States of America (947)

Most requests for foreign military aircraft to use landing facilities in Ireland concern aircraft
refueling or crew and passenger rest, with smaller numbers relating to the transport of

dignitaries, flight crew training, airport familiarisation and aircraft maintenance.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade does not maintain records on the numbers and
designation of passengers, therefore it will not be possible for me to address that aspect of

your query.

I have identified four records that fall within the scope of your request which are listed in the
attached schedule. The records are logs of the details provided by countries requesting
diplomatic clearance to land at an Irish airport and are used for administrative purposes in the
Department. The content of the records is drawn from the information provided by the
requesting Embassies. | have made a decision to refuse access to these records under the

following sections of the FOI Act:

Section 32 (1) A head may refuse to grant an FOI request if access to the record concerned
could, in the opinion of the head, reasonably be expected to—(a) prejudice or impair:

(ii1) lawful methods, systems, plans or procedures for ensuring the safety of the

public and the safety or security of persons and property,



(ix) the security of a building or other structure or a vehicle, ship, boat or aircraft

Section 33 (1) A head may refuse to grant an FOI request in relation to a record (and in
particular but without prejudice to the generality otherwise of this subsection, to a record to
which subsection (2) applies) if, in the opinion of the head, access to it could reasonably be
expected to affect adversely— (d) the international relations of the State

Section 33 (2) This subsection applies to a record that— (b) contains a communication
between a Minister of the Government or his or her Department or Office and a diplomatic
mission or consular post in the State or of the State

Section 35 (1) Subject to this section, a head shall refuse to grant an FOI request if—(a) the
record concerned contains information given to an FOI body, in confidence and on the
understanding that it would be treated by it as confidential

I have carefully considered both the nature and source of these records and 1 am satisfied that,

on balance, the public interest is best served in refusing access to these records.

Right of appeal

If you are unhappy with this decision you may appeal it. In the event that you need to make
such an appeal, you can do so by writing to the Freedom of Information Unit, Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade, 76-78 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2 or by e-mail to foi@dfat.ie. Your
correspondence should include a fee of €30 for processing the appeal. For methods of
payment please contact the FOI Unit at foi@dfat.ie or 01-4082857.

You should make your appeal within four weeks from the date of this notification, where a
day is defined as a working day excluding, the weekend and public holidays. However, the
making of a late appeal may be permitted in appropriate circumstances. The appeal will
involve a complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of the staff of this

Department.

Yours sincerely,
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Claire McCarthy i

International Security Policy Section



