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Jump into Ireland in 2017

Learn more through the new www.ireland.com website

Did you know County Donegal, on Ireland’s rugged North West, was named the world’s coolest place
for 2017 by National Geographic? Or that Halloween is actually an ancient Irish festival? Or that the
Newgrange tomb in Meath is older than the Pyramids? These reasons and more are why almost 10
million people visited Ireland in 2016, and why we’re expecting 2017 to be even better again.

This week, | visit Japan for the first time. I'm here to promote the strong and growing trade and
investment links between our two countries, to celebrate our national day, St. Patrick’s Day on 17
March, and to encourage more Japanese people to visit Ireland. | hope many of you will visit the / Love
Ireland Festival in Yoyogi Park on Saturday and Sunday 18 & 19 March, and come to watch the Tokyo
parade at 1pm on 19 March on Omotesando-dori.

For a downloadable guide and map of all the events taking place around Japan, take a quick look at
the Embassy of Ireland in Japan’s website:

www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/japan/news-and-events/2017/ireland-in-japan-st-patricks-day-2017/

Almost 10,000 Irish people visit Japan each year, but only 20,000 Japanese people come to Ireland.
Given our respective population size difference (4.5m vs 127m), there should be half a million visitors
from Japan! I’'m heartened to see the first ever direct charter flight is being run by Club Tourism in
August this year, and | know that other operators have plans to increase the tourism links between
our two islands as well. | think this is a sign of the closer links to come in the years ahead.

As a former minister for tourism, | know first-hand the reasons why Ireland is such a hit with
international visitors. From our ancient Celtic history, our mix of traditional culture and trendy urban
cities, the wild outdoors and the amazing museums, galleries and castles, we have everything a tourist
from Japan could wish for. Match that with safe streets, warm and welcoming people and great food,
and I’'m sure you too will want to come and visit Ireland.

In 2017, there are more reasons to visit Ireland than ever. As Ireland and Japan celebrate 60 years of
diplomatic relations, the Embassy of Japan in Ireland has put on an incredible programme of events
all across the country which any tourist from Japan wouldn’t want to miss out on:

www.ie.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr ja/00 000323.html

For anyone interested in learning more about visiting Ireland, | recommend visiting www.ireland.com
—which was newly launched in Japanese at the end of 2016. We very much look forward to welcoming
you to Ireland in 2017.

Yours sincerely,
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Mr. Paschal Donohoe T.D.
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
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