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(Left to Right) Ambassador Barrington, Minister Kishida, Minister Flanagan, Ambassador Miyoshi
60th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations Opening Ceremony, Dublin, 9 January 2017

Ambassador of Ireland to Japan

Anne Barrington
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| am delighted to have the opportunity to celebrate this
important landmark in the rich and vibrant bilateral
relationship which exists between Ireland and Japan.

Japan is a very important partner for Ireland in Asia. We are
likeminded, we share the same values both at home and
abroad, and on the international stage we are committed to
the peaceful settlement of disputes.

The Ireland - Japan relationship spans a wide area of
activities in the political, business, economic and cultural
spheres. On a people to people level we have thriving
exchanges through a very successful working holiday
programme and a variety of other schemes. Our tourist
numbers in both directions continue to expand too.

60 years in the Asian Zodiac denotes the transition to a new
cycle, orrebirth. | hope that the coming year of celebratory
events taking place in both countries will give impetus to our
ever growing links and increase even more the warm relations
between our two countries.
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Ambassador of Japan to Ireland
Mari Miyoshi
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After visiting many imaginary countries on his travels, in 1709
Jonathan Swift’s famous fictional character Gulliver visited
one real country - Japan.

In the 19th century, Japan opened its doors to the world,
embarking on the path to modernisation. Takayoshi Kido,
deputy leader of the Iwakura Mission dispatched to learn
how to build a modern nation, visited Dublin in 1872.

Since then, Japan and Ireland have travelled a long road
together. Close ties based on the shared values of freedom,
democracy, respect for human rights, and the rule of law,
have flourished in fields ranging from science to business,
and sport to literature.

In 2013, the reciprocal visits of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and
Taoiseach Enda Kenny became another springboard to
further developing our relations. As a milestone, we look
forward to celebrating the 60th anniversary of Japan-Ireland
Diplomatic Relations in 2017.

| hope that this anniversary will strengthen our relationship
for the benefit of both countries beyond 2017.
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When Star Wars Came to Kerry
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Wild Atlantic Way
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In 2017, Ireland and Japan celebrate the 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations.

Below are some highlights of the commemorative events in Japan. Get involved online by using the

hashtag #IrlJpné0. For more information on these and other events, check out the Embassy website:

www.dfa.ie/60yearsjapan

AT NEBE 60FEDNHEH

Celebrating 60 years of Ireland-Japan Relations
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‘At the Hawk’s Well’ Celtic Noh Performance
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W.B. Yeats and the Noh
Tradition Stamp
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‘A Lonely Impulse of Delight” Exhibition
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Rugby Test Matches: Ireland vs Japan
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Mouth on Fire’s ‘Waiting for Godot
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Ireland Trophy Stakes
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The Chieftains Live
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Ireland and Japan establish diplomatic relations.
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Embassy of Japan in Ireland opens.
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Ireland and Japan sign Visa Exemption Agreement.
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Embassy of Ireland in Japan opens.
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President Patrick Hillery’s state visit to Japan.
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President Mary Robinson’s
state visit to Japan.
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Ireland reaches the Round of 16 at the 2002 FIFA World Cup
Korea/Japan with great support from Japanese soccer fans.
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Their Majesties the Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko
visit Ireland.
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Ireland and Japan celebrate
50th Anniversary of
Diplomatic Relations.
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Launch of Working Holiday
Scheme.
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Taoiseach Enda Kenny and

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe make reciprocal visits and sign
Joint Declaration.
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The Lafcadio Hearn Garden

opens in Tramore, Co. Waterford.

AXBIRBIL60EF
Ireland and Japan celebrate 60th Anniversary of Diplomatic
Relations.




What is St. Patrick’s Day? Q
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w Why is everyone
ﬁ wearing green?
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What is the three-leaf plant
that everyone has?
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What does everyone
do on St. Patrick’s Day?
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Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day o
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To see even more great St. Patrick's Day events, just log on to dfa.ie/japan
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www.enterprise-ireland.or.jp
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www.idaireland.jp
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