
 
 

 
Our Ref: FoI/Req/2022/002 
 
Date 31st January 2022 
 
Dear Mr. Michael,  
 
I refer to the request which you have made under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 for 
access to records held by this Department, as follows:  
 
‘A list of all the gifts presented by the Minister in 2021, and can I please have a description of 
the gift, how much each one cost, where each one was purchased, and who were they given 
to? 
 
A list of all the gifts received by the Minister in 2021; and can I please have an estimated value 
of each gift (where possible), a description of each gift and who gave it.   
  
I would prefer to receive this information electronically, preferably in its original formatting.’ 
 
I refer also to the acknowledgement of your request which was sent to you on the 11th January 
2022. 
 
I have identified 1 record that falls within the scope of your request. The record regarding gifts 
given is listed in the schedule attached. I have made a decision to grant the record. With 
regards to gifts received, I have not identified any records that fall within the scope of your 
request. Accordingly, I am obliged to refuse your request on administrative grounds under 
section 15 (1) (a) of the FOI Act, which states that; “a head to whom an FOI request is made 
may refuse to grant the request where — (a) the record concerned does not exist or cannot 
be found after all reasonable steps to ascertain its whereabouts have been taken.” 
 
It is standard international practice to exchange modest gifts between Ministers and visiting 
dignitaries during ministerial and other high level visits. On occasions, as per international 
custom the Minsiter may also present a gift inorder to reciprocate one received via a 
counterpart or host. Gifts presented by Ministers of the department are sourced in Ireland or 
are of Irish interest and are purchased on a basis of the most economically advantageous cost 
savings arrangements, value for money and high quality products. The nature of the gift is given 
particular care to ensure that it respects the culture and relevant requirements of the 
recipient. The exchange of gifts provides a platform to promote Irish craftsmanship and goods 
internationally and helps to strengthen the economic and cultural links between the countries 
involved.   



 
There is no requirement to retain lists of token gifts of the type customarily presented to office 
holders of this Department and there are no records of such within the scope of this request. 
Under section 15 of the Ethics in Public Office Act (1995) gifts presented to office holders 
valued in excess of €650 are deemed to be gifts to the State and must be recorded accordingly 
following valuation through the Office of Public Works. The Minister for Foreign Affairs did not 
receive such gifts in the period requested. 
 
 
Right of Appeal  
 
Should you wish to appeal this decision, you may do so in writing to the Freedom of Information 
Unit, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 76-78 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2 or by email to 
foi@dfa.ie. A fee applies for an appeal for access to non-personal information; the level of this 
fee has been set at €30, (€10 for medical card holders). A copy of the medical card should be 
provided to avail of the reduced fee. For methods of payment, please contact FOI Unit at 
foi@dfa.ie, or 01-4082618. 
 
You should make your appeal within 4 weeks (20 working days) from the date of this 
notification. However, the making of a late appeal may be permitted in appropriate 
circumstances. The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of the matter by a more 
senior member of the staff of this Department. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Claire Thompson 
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