
 

 

 

Our Ref: Fol/Req/22/018 

Date 11/02/2022 

Dear Mr Michael, 

I refer to the request which you have made under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 for access to 

records held by this Department, as follows: 

‘The total amount spent by the Dept of Foreign Affairs on capital/refurbishment works on all of 

Ireland's embassies in 2021.  

The total amount spent by the Dept of Foreign Affairs on capital/refurbishment works on all of 

Ireland's consulates in 2021.  

A breakdown of capital/refurbishment work carried out at each of the five costliest 

capital/refurbishment projects carried out Ireland's embassies in 2021.  

A breakdown of capital/refurbishment work carried out at each of the five costliest 

capital/refurbishment projects carried out in Ireland's consulates 2021.’ 
 

I refer also to the acknowledgement of your request, which was sent to you on 24 January 2022. 

The Embassy network worldwide is used by the Department and state agencies in pursuit of their 

strategic goals on behalf of the State. The network provides a platform for our Missions to promote 

Ireland's political, economic and cultural interests and values, provide services to our citizens, 

develop strategic stakeholder relationships and represent Ireland in international organisations. 

The Department must ensure that its buildings meet security and health and safety standards and is 

obliged to provide universal access facilities as part of our duty of care to staff, users and visitors. The 

Department, in addition, must comply with any additional national standards/requirements in local 

jurisdictions. 

 

All refurbishment at Embassies are conducted in line with the Department's procurement obligations 

under Government public sector tendering and contracting rules, including both National and EU 

Public Procurement thresholds. 

I have identified 4 records that fall within the scope of your request. The records are listed in the 

attached schedule. I have made a decision to grant all of the records.  

Record 1. Total expenditure on refurbishment works by The Department of Foreign Affairs on our 

Embassy network in 2021 amounted to €1,338,196.30 

 

 Record 2. Total expenditure on refurbishment works by The Department of Foreign Affairs on our    

Consulate General of Ireland network in 2021 amounted to €2,751,329.71, please note this figure does 



 

 

not include agreed contributions of over €700k from our State agency partners in Ireland House 

arrangements, which were received in January 2022. 

 

 

Record 3 relating to the breakdown of refurbishment/capital costs on our Embassy network in 2021 as 

follows: 

 

Property 1 relates to the establishment of the new Embassy of Ireland office in Amman, Jordan.  

The decision to open this office was taken by Government as part of the Global Ireland 2025 initiative. 

The office will be the base for the promotion and representation of Ireland’s values and interests in 

Jordan. It will also provide consular assistance, consular services and emergency assistance to Irish 

citizens.  

 

 

Property 2 relates to the Embassy of Ireland office in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. These works were 

necessary to provide a safe, secure working environment for staff in order to continue to provide 

consular assistance, consular services and emergency assistance to Irish citizens and for the promotion 

and representation of Ireland’s values and interests in Tanzania. 

 

 

Property 3 relates to the final fit out as part of the establishment of the Embassy of Ireland office in 

Wellington, New Zealand. These works will provide a safe, secure working environment for staff in 

order to provide consular assistance, consular services and emergency assistance to Irish citizens and 

for the promotion and representation of Ireland’s values and interests in New Zealand. 

 

 

Property 4 relates to the Permanent Mission of Ireland to the United Nations in New York. These 

works were necessary to continue to provide a safe, secure working environment for staff. 

Property 5 relates to the Embassy of Ireland in London. Works were carried out as part of security 
upgrades and essential maintenance.   

Record 4 relating to the breakdown of refurbishment/capital costs on our Consulate General network 

in 2021 as follows: 

 

Property 1 relates to the move of the Consulate General of Ireland office in San Francisco, USA. This 

is an Ireland House co-located with Enterprise Ireland and will be the base for the promotion and 

representation of Ireland’s values and interests in San Francisco. It will also provide consular assistance, 

consular services and emergency assistance to Irish citizens.  

 

Property 2 relates to the establishment of the new Consulate General of Ireland office in Cardiff. The 

decision to open this office was taken by Government as part of the Global Ireland 2025 initiative. These 

works were necessary to provide a safe, secure working environment for staff in order to expand 

Ireland’s presence and improve its visibility in the United Kingdom. 

 

 

Property 3 relates to the Consulate General of Ireland office in Boston. These works were necessary to 

provide a safe, secure working environment for staff in order to continue to expand Ireland’s presence 

and improve its visibility in Boston. 

 

 

Property 4 relates to refurbishment work at the Consulate General of Ireland in New York.  

This work focused on improving promotional and event facilities for Irish citizens, diaspora, business 

and cultural events and improving the working environment for staff. The promotional and event space 



 

 

is used not only by the Consulate but by the co-located state agencies in the shared Ireland House in 

New York for a wide variety of conferences, cultural and economic events throughout the calendar year, 

thus saving the cost of renting similar space for such events. The Consulate also provides the event 

space to partner organisations- whether cultural, community or business focused- that service the Irish 

community in New York, leveraging the space to increase the Consulate’s outreach and further the 

Department’s high level goals in tandem with these organisations.   

 

Property 5 relates to works at the Consulate General of Ireland office in Edinburgh.  
These works were necessary to provide a safe, secure working environment for staff. 

 
 

Right of Appeal 
Should you wish to appeal this decision, you may do so in writing to the Freedom of Information 
Unit, Department of Foreign Affairs, 76-78 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2 or by email to foi@dfa.ie. A fee 
applies for an appeal for access to non-personal information; the level of this fee has been set at €30. 
For methods of payment, please contact FOI Unit at foi@dfa.ie, or 01-4082857 You should make 
your appeal within 4 weeks (20 working days) from the date of this notification. However, the making 
of a late appeal may be permitted in appropriate circumstances. The appeal will involve a complete 
reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of the staff of this Department. 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Kevin Carr 


